
CSPAW-Hawaiian version performed by youth from Maui, Hi., Lei'ohu Ryder and Dawn 
Ferguson is now available as a single release.

Children Singing Peace Around the World - Australia
A Personal Story by Dawn Ferguson 

Over a period of eight weeks from mid-April to mid-June, 2003 I met with aboriginal youth from 
four schools, their teachers and Elders culminating in a recording of Children Singing Peace 
Around the World in one of the 500-700 aboriginal dialects, Gamilaraay/Gimbaynggirr.  Most of 
the translation is in Gamilaraay except for the word for peace.  Since there was no word for 
peace in Gamilaraay, the Elders decided to use the word for peace from the Gimbayngirr 
language.  The aboriginal languages are connected with the geography, the voice of that 
particular area of land.  All the youth involved volunteered to participate after hearing about the 
program.  Several tribes were represented in addition to Gamilaraay. Like youth all over the 
world, many of the children had several cultures seeded in their heritage. 

It was an extraordinary priviledge for me to share this time with these children and all the adults 
who also volunteered their time and talent to create this opportunity for the youth.  In a nearby 
location, I had been touched profoundly by meetings with aboriginal Elders thirteen years before, 
many of whom were related to the children I was now working with. At that earlier meeting, I 
had become aware of a soul commitment to contribute to bringing balance between all peoples 
and the Earth. It felt as though the circle was truly coming back around as One.  Indeed, now is a 
time of reconciliation in Australia and worldwide. 
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As I witnessed  the youth learning their language for the first time, through the language 
translation of Children Singing Peace Around the World completed by their Elders, I realized 
how the song and project wanted to touch, to see and to acknowledge depths of human being on 
the planet that had been driven to near extinction.  "Listen, be quiet, stand still".....words from an 
endeared Elder passed on,  still oozed through the land encouraging deep listening and 
observation.... allowing action to emerge from the silence.  Edward, an initiated man pictured 
above, points to the circle painted around the naval representing the power center from which 
clarity and right action spring.  He holds a nydaki(didgeridoo) which in his tradition is a man's 
instrument.  He accompanied the children singing while his sister, Cheryl accompanied with the 
clapsticks, an aboriginal percussion instrument and another sister, Carol helped the children with 
their dance.  I was impressed by the observational and perceptual skills of the children, their 
emotional sensitivity, their playfulness and their creativity.  My heart was touched by them, and 
in their presence I was reminded of the gift of being, of the life giving well of inner silence and 
of the blessings of a beautiful smile.  Mind you, I was also reminded of the fun of being on 
overnights with your peers, and the sleep deprivation that goes along with being a supervising  
adult! 

On the last evening of our camp, a group of scouts set up tents near where our fire was burning.  
After some discussion, we decided to share with the scout group about the sacred fire and to 
welcome them to join us to sing and share stories.  The initial tension dissipated as we went 
through our introductions and shared with them about what our focus had been at the camp.  We 
had an opportunity to choose to include and to understand misconceptions that were reflected in 
a couple of off handed remarks rather than to react with defensiveness.  It turned out to be a fun 
evening and a perfect activity sharing the message of our time together with others. Our choices 
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make such a difference one by one, potentially creating a more peaceful world starting with our 
own families, neighbors and communities. 

With  great purity and simplicity the words of CSPAW remind us, we are all children singing 
peace. Remembering our unity allows us to go beyond blaming to more beneficial responses like 
choosing to be love and exercising compassion in our thoughts and actions in each situation that 
presents in our lives.  It is not about forgetting, but rather it is about truthfully observing, 
acknowledging, forgiving and learning the effects of our living on others and the environment, 
awakening to the choices available  to us and ultimately, making choices that benefit  and honor 
all. 

While working with these youth, I had a dream guiding me to understand my maternal roots 
more thoroughly.  Shortly after returning to America, I learned that indeed my maternal ancestors 
were Native American.   And so  it is with Children Singing Peace Around the World, for each 
one touched by it there are layers upon layers, upon layers that come to awareness to be 
acknowledged, another part of the whole..... As we see and acknowledge each layer, we return to 
the ultimate state of innocence and essence where we know and experience we are One. 
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